PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 246
SENATE BILL NO. 406

By Gardenhire, Lamar, Powers
Substituted for: House Bill No. 361
By Parkinson, Powers

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 16; Title 18 and Title 36, relative to orders of
protection.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 36-3-601(3)(A), is amended by deleting
"matters;" and substituting:

matters, or a circuit court exercising criminal jurisdiction when the court is hearing a criminal
matter involving a domestic abuse victim, sexual assault victim, or stalking victim. This
definition does not grant jurisdiction to the criminal court for matters relating to child custody,
visitation, or support;

SECTION 2. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 36-3-601(3)(B), is amended by deleting
"and the general sessions court” and substituting ", a circuit court exercising criminal jurisdiction
when the court is hearing a criminal matter involving a domestic abuse victim, sexual assault victim,
or stalking victim, or the general sessions court"; and by deleting "to the general sessions court" and
substituting "to the criminal court or the general sessions court".

SECTION 3. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 36-3-601, is amended by deleting
subdivision (3)(C) and substituting:

(C) "Court," in all other counties, means a court of record with jurisdiction over
domestic relations matters, a circuit court exercising criminal jurisdiction when the court is
hearing a criminal matter involving a domestic abuse victim, sexual assault victim, or stalking
victim, or the general sessions court. This definition does not grant jurisdiction to the criminal
court for matters relating to child custody, visitation, or support;

SECTION 4. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 36-3-601(3)(E), is amended by deleting
"or the general sessions criminal court" and substituting ", the general sessions criminal court, or a
criminal court when the criminal court is hearing a criminal matter involving a domestic abuse victim,
sexual assault victim, or stalking victim"; and by deleting "to the general sessions court" and
substituting "to the criminal court or the general sessions court".

SECTION 5. This act takes effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it.
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